
DECLARATION OF SEAN TRENDE 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

MICHAEL A. COLUMBO (SBN: 271283)
SHAWN COWLES (SBN: 163826) 
MARK P. MEUSER (SBN: 231335)
DHILLON LAW GROUP INC.
4675 MacArthur Court, Suite 1410 
Newport Beach, CA 92660 
Tel: (415) 433-1700
Email: mmeuser@dhillonlaw.com
 
Attorneys for Plaintiffs 
 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
 

CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

DAVID TANGIPA et al.,

Plaintiffs, 

vs. 
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capacity as the Governor of California; 
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Defendants. 
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DECLARATION OF SEAN TRENDE

I, Sean Trende, declare and state as follows:

1. I am over the age of 18, and a United States citizen. I know the following facts of 

my own personal knowledge, and if called upon as a witness, I could and would testify 

competently thereto.

2. I am a political scientist and elections analyst. I have been asked by counsel in this 

Proposition 50 matter to offer expert opinions on redistricting, the use of race in line-drawing. My 

background and experience qualify me to offer these opinions, as set out below.  

3. My curriculum vitae, which summarizes my education, experience, and 

publications, is attached hereto as Exhibit 1.  

4. My educational background combines law, political science, and advanced 

statistics. I received my J.D., cum laude, from Duke University School of Law in 2001, where I 

served as Research Editor of the Duke Law Journal. In the same year I earned an M.A. in Political 

Science from Duke University. I later completed an M.A.S. (Master of Applied Statistics) at The 

Ohio State University in 2019, and a Ph.D. in Political Science at The Ohio State University in 

2023, with a dissertation titled “Application of Spatial Analysis to Contemporary Problems in 

Political Science.” This combination of legal training, quantitative methods, and doctoral-level 

work in political science informs the empirical and legal orientation of my redistricting work.  

5. Since 2010 I have served as the Senior Elections Analyst for RealClearPolitics, a 

role in which I analyze election results, demographic change, and partisan performance across 

states and congressional districts. I have also been a Visiting Scholar at the American Enterprise 

Institute and have written extensively on American elections in books edited by Larry Sabato and 

in the Almanac of American Politics. This public-facing work reflects the same core skill set I 

apply in litigation: connecting demographic and electoral data to real-world political outcomes.  

6. I have been qualified and have testified as an expert in a large number of 

redistricting, racial-gerrymandering, political-gerrymandering, VRA, and election-administration 

cases in federal and state courts around the country. These matters include, among many others, 
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Dickson v. Rucho (North Carolina racial gerrymandering), Covington v. North Carolina (racial 

gerrymandering), Common Cause v. Rucho (political gerrymandering), LULAC v. Abbott 

(racial/political gerrymandering and VRA), Stone v. Allen (VRA), Agee v. Benson (14th 

Amendment and VRA), and multiple challenges in Louisiana, South Carolina, Maryland, New 

York, Michigan, and Arizona. The breadth of these engagements has required me to evaluate 

whether a jurisdiction has identified a genuine VRA need, whether race predominated over 

traditional districting criteria, and whether enacted maps actually furnish minority voters an equal 

opportunity to elect candidates of their choice. 

7. In addition to serving as an expert for parties, I have been appointed directly by 

government bodies and courts in redistricting matters. In 2020 the Arizona Independent 

Redistricting Commission appointed me as its Voting Rights Act expert. The Supreme Court of 

Virginia later appointed me as Special Master to redraw the maps for the Virginia House of 

Delegates, the Virginia Senate, and Virginia’s congressional delegation for the 2022 cycle. These 

appointments required me to apply VRA principles in a neutral, technical fashion and to produce 

maps that satisfied one-person-one-vote, traditional districting criteria, and federal non-

discrimination requirements.  

8. I have been asked to evaluate whether the revised California Districts were drawn, 

in whole or in part, with race as a predominate motive. 

9. As a result of my review, the Proposition 50 Map’s boundaries between districts 5, 

9 and 13 appear to have been crafted to enhance the Hispanic Voting Age Population and 

Hispanic Citizen Voting Age Population in the district. The twisted shapes cannot be explained by 

traditional redistricting principles, nor can they be explained by politics. Race predominated in 

these lines. My full report is attached as Exhibit 2 to this declaration. 

 

/// 

/// 
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I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States that the foregoing is 

true and correct.

Executed this 7th day of November 2025,

at _____________________, Ohio.

 
    _____________________

Sean Trende  
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